
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development, Democracy and Dark 
Matter Conference 2018 

AGENDA 

 

17th April 2018 

The Studio, Hope Street, Glasgow 

10am – 3pm 
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About the conference 

Dark matter is everywhere, it’s completely invisible, it binds things together and it can 
change the appearance of a space - sound familiar!! We can’t often see what it is 
that creates and sustains healthy, resilient, caring, communities but we know that it is 
there and would argue that it can be generated by community development.   

So what other elements and forces in the surrounding universe are helping or 
hindering successful community development?  The annual Community 
Development Alliance Scotland Conference this year will focus on just that.    

Participants will hear from Sylvia Douglas, a successful woman empowerment 
entrepreneur sharing how a community development approach and programme of 
learning can help rebuild broken and badly bruised lives.  

Participants will also hear from Alasdair McKinlay, Head of the Community 
Empowerment and Public Bodies Units in the Scottish Government's Local 
Government and Communities Directorate.  Alasdair will share current work and 
progress around the Local Governance Review with a view to listening to 
participant’s thoughts on the future of how decisions are taken at local level in 
Scotland. 

Round table discussions in the morning will focus on sharing community experience 
of the community empowerment act in practice as well as gathering ideas for 
improvement.  The afternoon will see discussions on elements of the local 
governance review and what positive implications there are for local communities 
and participative democracy across Scotland in the future. 

Who is it aimed at? 

The conference is aimed at communities, community development organisations 
and practitioners alongside intermediaries, enablers and policy makers from across 
Scotland. We want to highlight the challenges, innovations, and the current and 
evolving policy and legislative environment around putting communities in control. 

To book your place  

The cost of the conference is £50, including light lunch and refreshments, as in other 
years it is free to community groups with income of less than £50,000 per year*, but 
booking is essential.  To book your place at the conference please visit the website. 

* As an organisation below the £50000 income threshold you will not be charged for this event UNLESS you do not 
attend on the day and then we reserve the right to charge the fee of £50.00.  If you are not attending please cancel 
your place so that we can offer the place to someone else. 
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AGENDA 

 

10.00 Registration  
 

10.30 Welcome and Introductions  
 
David Allan, Chair of Community Development Alliance 
Scotland 

10.35  Sylvia Douglas 
 
Founding Director of MsMissMrs CIC 

10.50  Any questions 
 

11.00  Refreshments 
 

11.30 Round table discussions  
 
 

 

Discussions Led by 
Asset transfers Showcase the Street 
Participation Requests Blairmore Village Trust 
Community Growing Federation of City Farms and 

Community Gardens Gorgie 
City Farm 

Local community planning The Improvement Service 
12.30 Lunch 

 
13.15  Alasdair McKinlay 

 
Head of the Community Empowerment and Public Bodies Units in 
the Scottish Government's Local Government and Communities 
Directorate 

13.30 Any questions 
 

13.40 Moving tables discussions 
 
Local Governance Review 

14.50 Round up  
 

 

Morning 
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Round table Discussions – Community Empowerment Act 

Asset transfers 

Led by –Showcase the Street, Angus and Dundee 

The Asset Transfer section of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act enables 
community bodies to apply to buy, lease, manage or simply use land and buildings 
owned by public authorities. In this discussion you will have an opportunity to hear 
from a local community group with experience of undertaking an asset transfer 
process.  We then want you to join in the discussion and explore what the 
challenges are for community development in an asset transfer process.  We also 
want to hear your thoughts on any improvements that you would wish to see 
developing in the field of asset transfer. 

 

Participation Requests 

Led by –Blairmore Village Trust 

Participation requests have been introduced under the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act which was passed in July 2015. They are a new means by which 
community groups can request to have greater involvement in, and influence over, 
decisions and services that affect communities and community life.  How are they 
working in reality?  Listen to Blairmore Village Trust’s experience of a participation 
request process with Argyll & Bute Council and the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park and then discuss your own experiences as well as improvements for 
the future. 

 

Community Growing 

Led by –Federation of City Farms & Community Gardens, Gorgie City Farm 

Section 9 of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act – Allotments -  also places 
a requirement on local authorities to develop a food growing strategy for their area 
which must identify land that may be used as allotment sites as well as land that 
could be used by a community for the cultivation of vegetables, fruit, herbs or 
flowers.  In this workshop Federation of City Farms & Community Gardens, Gorgie 
City Farm will share their experience and thoughts on community growing with you 
and then lead a discussion on your experience of community growing including 
what needs to happen next. 
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Local Community Planning 

Led by – The Improvement Service 

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act imposed duties on Community 
Planning Partnerships (CPP’s) around the planning and delivery of local outcomes, 
and the involvement of community bodies in all stages of community planning. 
Tackling inequalities is a specific focus, and CPPs have to produce "locality plans" at 
a more local level for areas experiencing particular disadvantage.  Hear from The 
Improvement Service as to how local authorities are engaging with communities in 
the development of their local community plans and then tell us your experiences 
along with suggestions for improvements and support for communities to get 
involved. 

 

Afternoon 

Moving Round table Discussions – Review of Local Democracy 

At the end of 2017 The Scottish Government and COSLA jointly launched a Local 
Governance Review, which will make sure local communities have more say about 
how public services in their area are run.   

The review will involve hearing from communities all across the country to get a clear 
understanding of the type of changes that are needed, and how these can be 
made to happen.  Our afternoon discussion will focus on getting your thoughts as to 
what this might look like and how communities can take part and influence this 
discussion. 

 

 


